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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US, TU 

SUBJ: MEDIA REACTION: FORD BECOMES PRESIDENT 

1. MAJOR TURKISH DAILIES GAVE FRONT PAGE PLAY AND 
BROAD COVERAGE TO THE ACCESSION OF PRESIDENT FORD, 

ALTHOUGH EVENTS RELATING TO CYPRUS DOMINATED BANNER 
HEADLINES IN MANY PAPERS. 

MAIN STORIES, BASED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON WIRE SERVICE 
REPORTS, WERE ACCOMPANIED BY EXTENSIVE SIDEBARS ON FORMER 
PRESIDENT NIXON'S DEPARTURE, THE HISTORY OF THE WATERGATE 
AFFAIR, PROFILES OF MR. FORD AND HIS FAMILY AND WORLD AND 
LOCAL REACTION. 

3. SEVERAL PAPERS, INCLUDING LIBERAL, INDEPENDENT MILLIYET 

AND LEFT-LIBERAL CUMHURIYET, PROMINENTLY PLAYED REPORTS THAT 
SECRETARY KISSINGER WILL CONTINUE IN OFFICE. SEVERAL PAPERS 
AS WELL AS TURKISH RADIO (TRT) REPORTED THAT AMBASSADOR 
MACOMBER DELIVERED MESSAGES FROM PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY 
KISSINGER TO TURKISH STATE AND GOVERNMENT LEADERS. 

4. ALSO WIDELY REPORTED WAS A STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER 
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ECEVIT, WHO, ACCORDING TO CUMHURIYET, TOLD REPORTERS: 
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... "WITH DEMOCRACY'S SLOW BUT NON-DESTRUCTIVE PROCESSES, 

AMERICA HAS RESOLVED ANOTHER INTERNAL PROBLEM. THERE WILL 
BE NO CHANGE IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY WITH MR. NIXON’S 
RESIGNATION. AS WE ALL KNOW, THERE HAS RECENTLY BEEN A 
Cl .EAR RAPPROACHEMENT IN TURKISH-AMERICAN RELATIONS. I AM 
NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON MR. FORD, WHO REPLACED 
NIXON. BUT I CAN SAY THIS: THERE IS NOTHING TO CAUSE CONCERN 
IN TURKISH-AMERICAN RELATIONS. THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION 
IS IN FAVOR OF GOOD RELATIONS WITH TURKEY." 

5. IN EDITORIAL COMMENT, SEVERAL WRITERS REVIEWED MR. 

NIXON'S RECORD IN OFFICE, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO FOREIGN 
POLICY. PREDICTABLY, PAPERS ON THE RIGHT AND AT THE CENTER 
OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM LARGELY APPROVED IT. THOSE ON 
THE FAR LEFT. SUCH AS YENI ORTAM, WERE CRITICAL. 

6. MANY EDITORIALISTS APPLAUDED MR. NIXON'S RESIGNATION 

OR PRAISED AMERICAN DEMOCRACYY FOR ITS ABILITY TO DEAL WITH 
A HIGH CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS. THUS ABDI IPEKCI, WRITING 
IN MILLIYET, DECLARED THE RESIGNATION: "PREVENTED FURTHER 
TRAMPLING ON THE PRESTIGE OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY AND 
ENDED THE NIGHTMARE WHICH HAD FALLEN UPON THE AMERICAN 
NATION... 

"THE BENEFICIAL LESSON THAT THE NIXON EVENT HAS GIVEN IS 
THIS: NO STATESMAN SHOULD NURTURE THE ILLUSION. ..THAT HE 
CAN DO ANYTHING HE WANTS... AND IN FACT ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT FACETS OF THE NIXON AFFAIR IS TO REITERATE 
ONCE MORE THE VIRTUE OF OPEN REGIMES." IPEKCI SAID. 

7. IN UNSIGNED EDITORIAL. SENSATIONALIST HURRIYET, 

TURKEY'S LARGEST DAILY. DECALRED: "NOW THERE IS HAPPINESS 

IN AMERICA.. .THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE PRESS. ARE 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS IN OUSTING A PRESIDENT WHOSE NAME 

WAS ASSOCIATED WITH ABUSES." HURRIYET NOTES THAT MR. FORD 

CAN BE EXPECTED TO BRING A DIFFERENT STYLE TO THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES: "THERE WAS A DIFFERENT AMERICA 

WITH KENNEDY, IT BECAME DIFFERENT WITH NIXON, AND NOW 

THERE WILL BE A DIFFERENT AMERICA WITH ORD.THIS MAY WELL 
NOT BE THE AMERICA WE AND THE WORLD KNOW, BUT 
DEMOCRACY WILL PREVAIL IN AMERICA." 
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8. IN OTHER EDITORIAL COMMENT, CUMHURIYET DECLARED THAT 
MAJOR CHANGES IN U.S. FOREIGN POLICY ARE NOT EXPECTED: 

"TURKEY HAS CLOSELY KNIT INTERESTS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. THERE ARE MANY THINGS ON THE AGENDA. HEADED 
BY THE OPIUM ISSUE.THE CYPRUS CASE. WASHINGTON IS MOST 
ACTIVE IN THE GENEVA TALKS. IT WOULD NOT BE CORRECT TO PREDICT 
THAT DURING THE TENURE OF THE NEW PRESIDENT A CHANGE WILL 
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TAKE PLACE WHICH WILL GO BEYOND THE BASIC LINES AND 
LOGIC OF THE KISSINGER FOREIGN POLICY. BUT, OF COURSE, 

TIME WILL GIVE THE MOST CORRECT ANSWER IN THIS RESPECT." 

9. IN BACKGROUNDERS AND PROFILES OF MR. FORD CARRIED IN 
SEVERAL PAPERS, HE WAS DEPICTED AS A MAN OF MIDDLE- AMERICA, 
EMBODYING THE MIDWEST AMERICAN TRAITS OF HONESTY, 
SIMPLICITY AND CONSERVATISM. MOST PAPERS APPARENTLY 
DEPENDED ON WIRE SERVICE AND USIS BIOGRAPHIES FOR THEIR 
PROFILES. BUT HURRIYET, WHOSE FRONT PAGE HEADLINE READ 
"FORD'S STEPSON AMERICA'S NEW PRESIDENT", MENTIONED NO 
SOURCE IN REPORTING THAT THE NEW PRESIDENT WAS THE STEPSON 
OF A NEPHEW OF HENRY FORD. 

MACOMBER 
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